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AGRICULTURE SHOULD BE DEALT WITH IN ONE COMMITTEE 
TO THE EXCLUSION OE ALL OTHERS. HOWEVER, THE UK DOES 
NOT RELIEVE THAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD BE WILLING AT 
THIS TIME TO AGREE TO ANYTHING BETTER THAN THE 
EEBRUARY 1974 COMPROMISE ON THIS ISSUE. BRITISH 
OEFICIALS STRESS THAT NONE OE THE MEMBER STATES 
WANT A PROCEDURAL ROW NOW, AND NO ONE WOULD BE RECEPTIVE 
IE THE US RAISED THIS ISSUE AS A MATTER OE PRINCIOLE 
AT THE EEBRUARY 1 1 TNC MEETING. A HEAD-ON COLLISION 
WOULD MERELY HARDEN THE ERENCH POSITION. THE BRITISH 
RECOMMEND PROCEEDING EOR THE TIME BEING ON THE BASIS 
OE THE EEBRUARY 1974 COMPROMISE, AND TRYING TO IMPROVE 
ON IT OVER TIME, ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. END SUMMARY 

1 . ECONCOMMIN CALLED ON ROY DENMAN (DEPUTY SECRETARY, 
DEPARTMENT OE TRADE) ON lANUARY 31 AND CARRIED OUT 
INSTRUCTIONS REFTELS. 

2. DENMAN SAID THAT THE UK "CANNOT ACCEPT" THE 
ERENCH AMENDMENT TO THE DRAET MTN QUIDELINES, WHICH 
STATES THAT AGRICULTURE SHOULD BE DEALT WITH IN ONE 
COMMITTEE "TO THE EXCLUSION OE ALL OTHERS." DENMAN 
CALLED THIS ERENCH POSITION "PLAIN BLOODY SILLY," 

AND SAID THAT TRADE MINISTER SHORE WILL OPPOSE THE 
ERENCH AMENDMENT IE IT IS RAISED AT THE EEBRUARY 10 
MEETING OE THE EC COUNCIL. 

3. THE UK, DENMAN SAID, BELIEVES THAT THE MTN SHOULD 
PROCEED ON THE BASIS OF THE US-EC COMPROMISE ON THE 
TREATMENT OE AGRICULTURE THAT WAS REACHED IN EEBRUARY 
1974. DENMAN AGREED WITH ECONCOMMIN'S POINT THAT THIS 
COMPROMISE WAS NOT SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN A PERMANENT 
SOLUTION, BUT AT THE PRESENT TIME, HE SAID, THERE IS 

"NOT MUCH PROSPECT OE GETTING ANYTHING BETTER." 

4. DENMAN EMPHASIZED THAT NONE OE THE MEMBER STATES 
WOULD BE RECEPTIVE IE THE AJSS RAISED THE QUESTION OE 
HOW TO TREAT AGRICULTURE AS A POINT OP PRINCIPLE AT 
THE EEBRUARY 1 1 TNC MEETING. THE "WORST THING THAT 
COULD HAPPEN" NOW THAT THE MTN ARE PINALLY BEGINNING, 
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WOULD BE A PROCEDURAL ROW OVER THIS ISSUE. A HEAD- 
ON COLLISION ON DOCTRINAL GROUNDS WOULD MERELY HARDEN 
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THE PRENCH POSITION. 

5. OVER TIME, DENMAN BELIEVES THAT THE DIFPERENCES 
BETWEEN THE US AND THE COMMUNITY CAN BE WORKED OUT 
PRAGMATICALLY. THE BRITISH BELIEVE THAT THE AGRICUL- 
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TURE COMMITTEE SHOULD HAVE "GENERAL OVERSIGHT," AND 
SHOULD DEAL WITH MAJOR ISSUES, BUT IT SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO DISCUSS CERTAIN DETAILED AGRICULTURAL 
QUESTIONS ELSEWHERE. THE ASSIGNMENT OF SPECIFIC 
ISSUES TO OTHER COMMITTEES COULD BE WORKED OUT OVER 
TIME ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. 

6. AG ATTACHE ALSO RAISED PROBLEM OF HOW TO TREAT 
AGRICULTURE IN THE MTN WITH J.H.V. DAVIES, UNDER 
SECRETARY AT THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES 
AND EOOD. DAVIES REPLIED ALONG THE SAME LINES AS 
DENMAN. 

7. DENMAN WILL LEAD THE UK DELEGATION AT THE TNC 
MEETING. HE WILL GO TO GENEVA FROM BRUSSELS ON 
FEBRUARYIO AFTER THE EC COUNCIL HAS DISCUSSED THE 
MTN GUIDELINES. PETER GENT (ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE) WILL BE IN GENEVA FEBRUARY 10. 
DAVIES WILL ALSO BE ON THE UK DELEGATION. 

SPIERS 
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